MAAEHbKHH HIAXTEP

1

— Hy, uau, uan, ngoreHOK, roAoBy oTOPBY... 3MeHHOe
orpoabel..— pasHecAOCb B MOPO3HOM BeuyepHeM BO3ZYyXe.

[psasublit, BCKAOKOYEHHDIH, C FOAOBBI ZO HOT IIPONMHTAaH-
Hbill yrOAbHOHM TBIABIO LIAXTEP C O03AO0BAEHHOH TOPOMAHBO-
CTbIO H Yrpo3oH NO BCEeH (QuUrype, MoxKHMAasiCb OT XOAOZA,
maraA B 6ammakax Ha 6oCy HOry IO CHEry, YepHEBIIEMY OT
yTAs, 3a NOAPOCTKOM A€T JABEHAaZUATH, TOPONMAHBO YXOZHB-
LIMM BHepejH Hero.

Manabuuk Toxke 6bIA uepeH, Kak 3(pHon, 060pBaH U TOXKe
MeAbkaA 6oCbIMH HoramMu B mpojpaHHbix 6Hammakax. Own
eXeMHUHYTHO OTAAJADBIBAACSA, BBBOAHOBAHHO Maxas pyKaMH H
CBOeil (PUBHOHOMHMEH H BCEMH ABH:KEHHSIMH BbIpaxasi CaMblH.
OTYaAHHBIH NPOTECT.

— He noiiay, Tatbka, ne 6yay paborats, nycru... Uro x
370, BceM INPa3jHUK, OAHH s... NyCTH, He 6yay paboraTh..—
YONPAMO H CAE3AHBO. TBePJAHA OH, B TO e BPEMs TOPOMSACH
H npuuppirdsas To 6oKoM, TO 3ax0M, 4TOObI COXPAHHTDH
6e3omacHoe PacCTOsHHEe MexKAY COOOH M CBOHM CNYTHHKOM.

— Ax o1 ngoa! Bor, nmpoctn rocnozu, HaBsasarcs Ha
MO0 Aylny rpemsyio!

W ofa oHm mnpozoAkarH TOPONAMBO HATH IO YepHEB-
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HieH gopore, orn6Gasi HacbiIaHHbIE FPYAbl YrAs, 3aNOPOIIEH-
HOTO CHerom.

Moposubii Bo3ayx 6biA HemoaBueH, TNpospadeH M
uuct. [locreanuit xonozublil oT6AECK 3MMHeli 3apu mOTyXaA
Ha ZareKHX o0AaKax, M y2e 3axHraAMcb NepBble 3Be3Jbl,
spKo Mepuas B cuHesweM He6e. Mopos kycar 3a mekn, 3a
Hoc, 3a ymH, 3a roable Horu. CHer xpycTea moa HoramH, a
KPYroM CTOfIAA Ta OcoGeHHas THIUWHA, KOTOPas IO4EMY-TO
OOBIKHOBEHHO  COBNAjaeT C KaHYHOM PO:KZECTBEHCKHX
Npa3szHUKOB. | eMHbIe OKHA B AOMax 3aCBETHAHCb, MaHA Te-
IIAOM H YIOTHOCTbIO ceMeiiHoro ouara.

Brepean us-3a rpomazgHoii, cromeHHoil B mTabern rpy-
bl YrAd NOKa3aA0Ch YrploMoe KHPNHYHOe 3JaHHe C BbICO-
KoM, HeloABHKHO 4epHeBmeH Ha scHom HebGe Tpy6oi. Ms
ABeped BBIXOZMAH LUAXTePbl M KYYKaMH PACXOAHAHCH IO
Pa3HbIM HaNPaBAEHHAM, cllelua B 6aHi.

Manrbuuk nepsbiii B6exar MO CTyNeHSM Ha KPbIABLO H,
o6epHYBIUHCb H BbIpakas BCeH CBOeH (PUrypoH OTYasIHHYIO
PELIHMOCTDb, CAeAaA NOCAEAHIOW MONbITKY CONPOTHBAEHHS.

— He noiiay, ne noiigy... Uro sto, oranixy Her... Bcem
npa3jHHK...

Ho xak ToAbko oTeu cTan moabIMaTbCs Ha KPBIADLO,
MarpuumKa 10pkuyA B asepu. lllaxtep mocaezosar 3a Hum.

Ouu ouyTHAMCD B rpoMasHOM TEMHOM IOMEILEHHH, TJe
CMYTHO BHAHeAHCb FHFAaHTCKHe MAIUHHbBI, BaAbl, PHBOAMbIE
PEMHH M HemH. D10 6bIA0 NOMelIeHHe, OTKYAa CIyCKaAHCb
B maxry. |yT ke Haxoauracb M KoHTopa. Bosre Hee Toa-
NHAACh TOCAEZHAA KydKa paGouyHX, CIENIMBIIHX IOCKOpPEH
HNOAYYHTb pacyeT H OTIPABUTbCSA B 6aHIO, a HeKOTOpble —
npsAMo B Kabax.

Ilpasauuxu, noaHas ceo6oaa, BO3MOXKHOCTb IOAb36-
BaTbCs BO3JVXOM. COAHEUHbIM CBETOM, BCA Hal3eMHas o8-
CTAHOBKAa, OT KOTOPOH TaK OTBbIKAIOT 3a paGouee BpeMs, M
[PeACTOSMIHA TPEXZHEBHbIH PAasryA M NbAHCTBO KAAAH OCO-
6eHHDbIH OTIEYATOK OKHBAEHHOIO OMHZAHHA Ha HX cepbie
AufLA.

Hlaxrtep nogouiea k koHTOpPKE.

— HBan Mpanosny, numu maBo NapHUIIKY K BOZOKauy-
ke. Heua emy 3ps 6aroBatn.

UeroBek B IMPOKOM HaHKOBOM NHKZkaKe, C AKLOM CTap-
HIero NPHUKa3YHKA HAH HAACMOTPLIHKA, MOAHAA TOAOBY, XO-
AOZHO M 6€3yYacTHO NOTAfZEA HAa FOBOPHBINETro H, HaKAO-
HUBLIKCD, ONATb CTAA MHCATh YTO-TO.
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Manabumk CTOSIA, OTBEPHYBIUUCh OT KOHTOPKH H YNOPHO
rAsiZA B OKHO.

Tpu aus poxaecTBeHCKHX TpPa3ZHHKOB OH IIPOBeZET B
maxTte. Jleno 6bIAO KOHYEeHO, M NONMPABHTb GHIAO HEAb3A.

Tocka u oruasuue memuru cepaue. I'y6bl apoxaru, o
Iy pHACS, XMypHA 6poBH, cTapasch Ho6oporb ceba H rio-
Tas HeyzepxuMo MogcTymapmue gerckue caespl. Orey To-
e CTOSAA, MOAKHAASA, KOTAA OTIHYCTHT KOHTOPIIHK.

YepHblit, ¢ mankoi COyTaHHbIX BOAOC M YFpIOMbIM BH~
ZOM maxTep, AOMHAABLIMHCS pacyeTa y KOHTOPKH, Gesyda-
CTHO OrAfJEA TOBOPHBILIETO, MEAbKOM TFASTHYyA M3-II0J Ha-
cynAeHHbIX 6poBeit Ha MaAbuyMKa, AOCTAaA KHCET, MeAAEHHO
CKPYTHA LLMTapKy, IOCAIOHUA ee M CTaA HaGHBaTb, He crelia
U akKypaTHO noxbupas Tpyb6ouKoH ¢ IUMPOKOH 4YepHOH MoO-
30AUCTOM AaJJOHH KOPELIKH.

— Yto MaAbUMIIKY~TO HEBOAHIIb? — PAaBHOZYLIHO MPO-
rOBOPHA OH, OTPsiXasi OCTATKH 3aCEBIUEro MexJy IMaAbllaMH
Tabaky.

— He s ueBoao, Hyxaza HeBOAHT; BCce HejocTada Ja
HeJZOXBaTKM. loxe TPYAHO CTaAO, TO HCb JAO TOTO TPYZA-
HO — CA€ZOB HE COCAEAHIUb,— M OH MaxHyA PYKOH M CTaA
paccKkasblBaTh, KaK M C YEro y Hero NOLIAO BCe BPO3b H CTa-
AO TPYAHO.

IllaxTep mMoAua, ¢ TakUM e COCPeAOTOUEHHDBIM, HaxMy-
PEHHDBIM AMIIOM, H HE CAyIIas, YTO EMY FOBOPHA cobeceaHuK,
3aKypHA. DymMara Ha MrHOBeHHe SpPKO BCIIbIXHYAA, OCBETHB
CTOABIIMX BO3Ae PaboYMX, U M3 TEMHOTHI Ha CEKYHAY BbI-
CTYNHAHM HeNoJBM2KHDbIE, TOYHO OTAHMTbIE M3 CEPOro YyryHa
YepThl M OrPOMHbIE GeAbie, Kak y Herpa, GEAKH TAas.

— Ha maayio Bogokauky B rarepero HoMep aBeHazLaTb
KOTOpbIE? — MPOTrOBOPHA, MOBBILAA TOAOC, KOHTOPIIHK.

Paboune MoruarH, orasablBasch APYr Ha Apyra.

— Hy, xto xe? Tyr Munorenos sanucan.

— 3zecb,— TPOroBOPUA UeH-TO XPUIABIH TOAOC, H
obopBaHel, ¢ KOTOPHIM KYTKO ObIAO 6bl MOBCTPEYATHCA HO-
4pi0, MOKa3aACA B TIOAYMPaKe HAaCTYNHUBIIMX CyMepeK.
Onyxumee, onabiBiEe, 3acnaHHOE CEPAMUTOE AMIIO, CHIIABIH
rOAOC CBHZETEAbCTBOBAAH 0 6eCrpOCHITHOM MbAHCTBe.

— UYero xe morunmb? Bepn marbunmxy ga cnymaiics,
MAYT BeAb CMEHY.

O60pBanen MoOKOCHACSA Ha MAADYHKA.

— Yero cyere-to mue nomer ator! YUero mue ¢ Hum ge-
AdTb?..
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— Hy, ny, nau, ue pasrosapunaii.

— Hau!.. Cam nozu, xorn xouemns. Bam nozewmeBae 651
Bce..— M on rpy6o ckeepHbIMH croBamu BbIpyrarcs u Imo-
meA K cpy6y, yXoAHBLIEMY CKBO3b TIOA B FAY6HHY 3€MAH.

aAbBYHK MOAYAAMBO H Ge3HazeXHo INOCAeZOBaA 3a
HaM. OHH NOAOWIAH K YeTbIpexyroAbHOMY Ipopesy B cpy6e
¥ BAE3AH B BHCEBIIYIO TaM Ha uensax kAerky. Mamunuct B
APYrOM OTAEAEHHH NYyCTHA MALIMHY; LEMH [0 yrAaM, rpemMsa U
BH32Ka 3BEHbJAMH, 3aMeAbKAAH BHH3, H KAeTKa CKPBIAAChL BO
MpaKe, OCTaBHB 3a co00H 3HsIOLIee YETbIPEXYTOAbBHOE OT-
BepCTHe,

Koraa xaerka ucuesra u Ha ToMm MecTe, rae 3a MHHYTY
6bIA MaAbYHK, OCTAaACH TeMHbIH NPOBaA, paGounii B Gamma-
Kax modvecar cebe WOSACHHUY H MOBePHYACH K YIPIOMOMY
HmIaxTepy:

— Kab6nr ne xossiika 3a6oarera... 2arKO MaAbUHLIKY —
TO€ XOUeTCA MOTYAATD.

Tor nuuero e orBeuan, crapascb AOKYPHTb A0 KOHIA
KOPEIIKH, M IIOTOM TOBEPHYACA K KOHTOPKE IIOAYYaTb
pacuer.

I1

Kaerka wueuyBcTBHTEABHO, HO 6BICTPO WIAA BHH3, H
AHIIb LMK NepPeAMBYaTO H TOBOPAHBO 6ekaAM ¢ Baia.

MaabYnk HemoaBHKHO CHZEA, YNOPHO TAAAA Tepex CO-
6oii B Temuory. MM oBragero To mMoauarMBO-cOCpezOTOUEH-
HOe, yrploMoe COCTOsAHHE, KOTOpOe OXBaTbiBaeT pabouero,
Kak TOABKO €ro co BCE€X CTOPOH OOGCTYNMHT MpPaK H Hemoj-
BH:KHasg MoruabHas tumuHa maxtel. OH cabllian saTpya-
HEHHOE, CHIIAOE JbIXaHHe CBOEro TOBAapHINA, CABIIIAA, Kak
TOT KalIASIA, BOPOYAACSHA, XapKaA, IAEBAaA BO3AE HeEro, IpH-
ropapuBas B IIPOMeXYTKaX pPyraTeAbCTBa, H UYyBCTBOBAA,
4YTO OH He B AyXe, BOA C MOXMeAbsS H OT NPeACTOALLeH mep-
CTIEKTHBbI NPOBECTH NPa3AHHKH 33 PaboTOH B laxrTe.

A ToT geiicTBUTEABHO 6bIA 30A Ha cebs, Ha CHAEBLIETO
C HUM pAJOM MaAb4YHKa, Ha €ro OTLA, HAa KOHTOPLIHKA, HA
npasaeHde, Ha Bech cBeT. Ja u B camoM zeae, TpyaHO Beab
IIOCAE HeMpPepbIBHOH JABYXHEAEABHOH TyAbObI, NOMOEK, MPH~
ATHOH, 6e33a60THO#I O6GCTAaHOBKHM TpaKTHpa, FOCTHHHL, Ka-
6aKka OTHPABAATBCA B XOAOJHYIO, CHIPYIO LIAXTy, B TO Bpe~
MA Kak Zpyrve Kak pas cobuparTcsa Bcé nmosabeith B bec-
mwabammHoi, 3axBaThlBaiolleil ryAbbe M IONOHKe.
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He wuatu xe B maxrty He 6b1r0 HHKaKOH (UBHYECKOHA
BO3MOMKHOCTH: BCe, HaYWHAs C 3apabOTAHHBIX TAMKHM TPY-
oM JeHer, KOHYas caloraMH, MAAaTbeM, IIANKOH, 6eAbem,—
Bce 6bIAO MPONMHTO, BCe HBIAO 3aA0KEHO, Nepe3arokKeHo, Be-
37e, TAe TOAbBKO MOKHO 6bIAO B3ATb B JOAT, OBIAO B3ATO
oA rpoMajHble NPOUEHTbI, U TeNepb Hedero OGbIAO HH eCTb,
HU MHTb, He B 4eM ObIAo MOKa3aTbCA HA YAHUY, H HHYEro
He OCTaBaAOCb OOAblIe, KAaK CKPBITbCA OT TAa3 AIOJCKHX B
rAy6uHe maxXThl, yTEeWIAsiCh AHIIb MBICABIO, YTO 3a 3TH JHH
HJeT NAATa B ZBOKMHOM pasmepe.

Takue, xak Eropxa (Dunorenos, zorra mponusmuecs
pabouyHe — KAaj TOPHONPOMBILIAEHHHKY, IIOTOMYy 4YTO B
naxte HeoHXOAMMO BCEerja HMMeTb H3BECTHbIH KOHTHHIEHT
pabouHx, WHayYe ee MO2KeT 3aAMTDH; LIAXTepa 2xKe HM 3a Ka-
KHe JeHbrHM He yJAep:aTb B TAaKOH NPa3aHUK, KAaK POXKAECT-
BO, IO 3€MAEH.

Kaerka aporuyaa, ocranoBurace. Pabouuit u ero noa-
pyuHblli BbhI6paAMCh H3 Hee Ha mAomiazky. KpacHbie oruu
AaMIl, KOAEOASCh, ABIMHAM CPeAM TyCTOro, HaBHCLIErO Haj
camoit roroBoit Mpaka. K moabemy Topomnauso moaxoauau
3anoszasmiMe pa6oune. | 'yAKo KaTHAMCb MOCAeAHHE BaroH-
YUKM, U U3 MPaKa OjHAa 3a OJHO{l BBICTABASAHCbD AOLIAJH-
Hbte Mopzbl. KoHIOX TOPOMAMBO OTHPATAA M OTBOAMA AomIa-
Zeil B TEMHYIO, MOTHABHYIO KOHIOIIHIO: HM TO2e NPeACTOAA
TPeXJAHEBHBIH PO AECTBEHCKHH OTABIX.

(Dunorenor 3axer Aamily, CAeAAA MAMHPOCY, BAKYPHA H
CTaAn FAY6OKO M C PAaCcCTAHOBKOH 3aTATHBATbCA, 4TOO ellle
XOTb HEMHOr'O OTTSIHYTb BPEMsi: H y HEro COCaAa Moj cepaueM
TOCKAa OZHUHOYECTBA, OTPE3aHHOCTH M TS:KEAOr0 CO3HAHMA,
YTO MPUXOAUTCA TPOBECTH MNPA3AHHKHM He «MO-AIOACKH».

— Uro, Eropxa, arn obaeter? — nporosopua, mozxo-
A5 ¢ AbIMHUBLIEH HaJ caMOH 3eMAeH Ha AAHHHOH NMPOBOAOKE
AaMMOH, NpHU3eMHCTbIH pabounit, ockaruBas GeAbie 3y6bl.

— Jouncra, kak ectb,— He6pexHo, mnpubaBAAA 3a
XawabIM CAOBOM 6paHb, mporeBopHA Erop, zeras ocobenno
6e33a60THBIH KeCT: YTO, AECKaTb, Mbl MOTYASIAH BCAACTb, a
OCTaAbHOE TPBIH-TPABa, H B TO e BPeMsA YyBCTBYA y cebs
32 CIHMHOX STH MOAYAAHBbIE NPOXOAbI, YTO HENOABUAKHO
/JAAM €0 B TEMHOTE.

— O#H, KTO TaM, caguch, uTo Ab! — KpHKHyA mTeiirep,
CTOA BO3Ae OTBEPCTHA YXOAHBLIEro BBEPX KOAOALA.

PasroBapusaBmuii ¢ Eropxoit pabounit moabexanr, To-
POTIAMBO YCeACA B KAETKY BMECTe C LITEHrepoM H APYTHMHU

88



noAbIMaBUIUMHCA HaBepx pabouumu. T poHyAucp uenu no
yrAaMm, KAeTKa 6bICTPO MOIIAA BBEPX H Yepe3 CeKyHAY CKPbI-
Aach BO Mpake.

Erop 1 Mmarbuuk ocTaruch oguu.

— Hy, uau, uto An, uro por-To pasumyA,— 3r06HO
kpukHyA (DunoreHos Ha MarbuMka, TOUHO TOT 6bIA BHHO-
BaT BO BCEM.

U onu momau cpean moruaHuMs M Mpaka, COTHYBIIHCb H
HAaKAOHMB TOAOBY, 4TO6 He YOHTbCA 0 GaAKH, moazAep:KH-
BaBLIHe AexaBLIMe CBEPXY MAACTDI.

Horu ckoabsuan mo mokpoii, Bbi6uTO# KoAee, U ocTpbie
KaMHHM, BBICTyNIads M3 Mpaka, NPOXOJZHAH y CaMOro AHia.
Toponauso 6exapmuit ¢ PUTHAS AaMIbl KPacCHbIMH A3bIKa-
MH OroHb H30 BCEX CHA CTapaACsH PasropeTbCi M OCBETHTD
SPKO H Pa3soM STH TAyXHe, TAHHCTBEHHbIe MecCTa M AHIA
MOAYaAHBO IEALIHX KyAa-TO Aloel; HO CO BCeX CTOPOH YT-
proMO M 6GecrpepblBHO HaABMraAach Takas rycrasi, HelpOHH-
HaemMas Mria, 4To OOECCHAEHHBIH OroHb, KoAebAsACh, Ma-
AEHbKHMM JPOMAIIUM KPYKKOM C YCHAMEM O03apsAA OyTb
AMIIb y CaMbIX HOT M 6eXaA B 3Ty HENOABHKHYIO TbMY
KAy6amMu yAyHmIAMBOTO, €ZKOTO AbIMa.

Ha nosoporax Munorenos Ha MHHYTY HpHOCTaHABAH-
BaACs, NPUIIOMUHAA JOPOTY, W ONATb, COTHYBIIMCh M CAa60
nocBeuMBas M3-3a ce6A AaMIOM, WieA BCe AaAble H JaAb-
me, He o6MEHMBAsACh HH OJHHUM CAOBOM C TOPOMAHBO flocHe-
BaBIIMM 3a HHM MaAb4YMKOM, Za MM He O 4eM ObIAO M ro-
Boputb. OHM NPOWIAM y:Ke OKOAO ABYX BEPCT, H CTAAO CKa-
3bIBaTbCA yTOMAeHHe. | arepes mommmsarach, CTAHOBHAACH
Vike, TecHee, CBOJ HaBHCAaA Haj FOAOBOH BCe HM:Ke M HHkKe,
H 060MM NPUXOAUAOCH elie GOAbIIE THYTbCA.

Uleamuit csagu Cenpka pasa gBa 60ABHO yAapHACA O
BbIZABABIIMECA YrAOM K3 CBOJAa KaMHH M BCe dalle CTaA
CNOTHIKATbCA, TAMEAO JZbIIA U XBaTafACh 3a XOAOZHbIE MOK-
pble cTeHbl. Y2 OH Temepb He AyMaA HHM O NpPasJHHKE, HH O
ceMeuKax, HH O UIyMHOM FOBOpe H BeCEAbe FOCTHHMI] U TPaK-
THpa C NOKPbIBABIIAM HX MEJHBbIM 3BOHOM TapeAok, 6ybeH-
4HKOB, ygapamMu 6apabaHa M pPeBOM OrPOMHBIX TPY6 «MaumiH-
Hbl». SlpkHe KapTHHBI Mpa3gHHUHOrO BeceAbA GBIAM I0JaB-
A€HbI YCTAAOCTbIO H HaIPAKEHHEM.

«XoTb 6bl ZOHTH CKOpPeiH»,— M OH HANPAKEHHO BCAYLIH-
BaACH, He CABIXaTb AH BHEPeAH JOMHUAABUIMXCA HX pabo-
yux. Ho mu3-3a rpo6oBoii THIMHBI AMIIb CABILIAAHCH TAY-
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XHe yCTaAble WIATH 1O HEPOBHOMY CKOAb3KOMY KaMHIO Ja
BCIIAECKHM XOAOZHOH BOZbI, KOrJa HOTa NOMajaia B AYKY.

W onu mnpogorxaru wmaTH cpegd XOAOAa, CHIPOCTH H
MOAYaHHS NOZA3EMHOH rarepen.

— Hauxkax, kasaror? — Bapyr nporosopua (Dunorenos.

O6a ocraHoBMAHCH M 4YYTKO CTaAM BCAymHBatbcs. Vs
MpaKa JOXOAMAM CTPAHHbIE, OJJHOOBPA3HDIE, YHbIALIE 3BYKH
9eAOBEYECKOro roAoca, MOHOTOHHO M NeYaAbHO IMOBTOPSBLIE-
ro OAHO H TO e, a2 B MPOMEKYTKAX YTO-TO, BCXAHMIbIBas H
3aXAe6bIBAsICb, C YCHUAHAMH CYAOPOKHO TAHYAO B ce6s BO-
Ay, ¥ BOAA XAIOMAaAa U BCAachlBaAach KyZJa-TO M MOTOM COYH-
AacCb TOHEHbKOH CTPyHKOH.

— Tpuauare ABa... TPHAUATL TPH.. TPHUALATb YeTbi-
pe...— ZOHOCHAOCH OTTYAa MeAAEHHO, TOCKAHBO, C May3aMH.

— 3aeca,— nporosopur CeHbka, u 06a nomax Bnepe.

BeposTno, Tam, Bo Mpake, yBHAEAM KPACHOBATHIH OTOHb
HX AaMNOYKH, OTOMY YTO MEPECTAAM CYHTATb, U IPEKPATH~
AMCb dTHM 3axAebblBaiomivecs, BcxAunbiBaromue 3syku. Ho
Eropy u Cenbke nuuero He 6bIAO BHAHO — HH OTHA, HH
Awozeii. M Toabko xoraa oun coscem mogomau u Erop moz-
HSA CBOIO AAMIly, OHH YBHJEAH ABYX CMYTHO BbICTYIABIIHX
M3 MPAaKa IAXTepOB, MOGAECKMBABIIYIO BHU3Y BOAY H PYKO-
ATb He60AbLIOH MMOMITBI.

U Cenbka u Erop omyTuau HexoTopoe o6AerdeHue, mo-
4yBCTBOBaB IPHCYTCTBHE AlOAeii M TO, YTO, HaKOHel, ZO-
6parHCh O MECTa W He HaZo GOAbIIE THYTbCA H CNOTHIKATb-
Cs Cpeju TeMHOTHI.

[axTepst MoAua, He roBops HHM CAOBA, CTaAM COGHPATDH-
CA: ZOCTaAM M 3a:KTAH CBOIO AaMIy, BbITPYCHAM M3 6amiMa-
KOB HAaGMBIIMHCA TyJa MEAKMH YyrOoAb H HACYHYAH Ha TOAO-
Bbl MO KOMKAHOH KPYTAOH HIamKe AAA 3alIMThI OT KaMHeH.

— Uro g0oAro? — mporoBopHA YrpIOMO OAMH H3 HHX.

— Ja pareue. Toxe noka co6paruch za ZowmwAH, a TaMm
KOHTOPIIMK MO3azep:aA,— PaBHOAYUIHO OTBeTHA Erop,
6ecrieyHO MPHCAXHMBAaACh HA KOPTOUKH M HAauMHAA KPYTHTb
nurapky. Ho, nocuzes memmoro u kak 6yaTo coobpasus
4TO-TO, OH BAPYT 3aroBopHA 6bicTpo u cepaurto: — Joaro!
a Kabpl coBcem He mpumAM? AoaH Temepuua mnpa3sgHHK
BCTPEYAIOT, BCE YeCh YEChbiO, a Mbl BOH CI0Za IIePAMCH, HECAA
rac Heuncras cura! Bor-ro Bom 3aBTpa HaTpeckaerech, a
THI CHAM TYT Aa THM cnuHy... Yeprn, npago...

— Ja to1 uero raembca? Huxro Te6a me Tamya, cam
npumen... Jiypax, aucro aypax!
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— A 10 z0ATO emy! A ka6br coBcem He mpumau? Bam
6bI TOADKO HaxpaTbCH, a Thl XOTb cabixaii...— K Erop To-
POTAMBO H B CaMblX OTGOPHBIX BbIPAXKEHMAX CTApPaACH H3-
AHTb BCE CBOE OFOPUYEHHE U JOCAZY.

— [Ja 6yzer Bam,— mpPOTOBOPHA APYroil maxTep, B3AA
AaMIOYKy, H OHH, COTHYBIIHCb, OTIPaBHAHCD B Ty CTOPOHY,
oTKyza Toabko uto npuimAau Erop u Cennka.

MHHYTY KPAcHOBAaTbii OTOHb HX AaMIOYKH MeAbKaA
B TEMHOTE, CTaHOBACb BCE MeHbIUE, MOKa He IIPOTaA CBET-
AOHl TOUKOH B rAy6uHe Mpaka. 3ByK Inaros CTHX, Erop u
Cenbka CHOBa OCTaAMCb OJHH, M HM CTaAO ONATb OJHHOKO,
XOAOZHO M CKYYHO.

Erop ToponanHBo ZoKypHA uHMrapky, moapsis 3aTaHyB-
IIHCbh HECKOABKO pas.

— Hy, Bot uro, Cenbka,— 3aroBopHA OH, IIBBIPHYB B
BOZY 3alIHMIEBIIMH TaM OKYpPOK,— CTAHOBHCb Thl CIlepBOHA-
gaAy M Kauail, ga cuuTail, CKOAbKO Pa30B KauHellb; KaK ZO-
CuHTaellb CTO PasoB, IyMHH MHe, a 5 MaAeHbKo cocHy. Jla
He 6pelnH, CMOTPH, i TIPHCAYXOBaTbCcA 6YAy, a He TO TOAOBY
OTOPBY, €:KeAH MPHCUHUTHIBATD CTaHEIb AHIIHEE,

— Jsazenbka, a Tl A0ATO He CHH, a TO A 3aMy4aloCh,—
nporosopur CeHbka, KOTOPOMY 3KYTKO O6BIAO OCTaBaTbCA
oaHOMY.

— AagaHo, 5 TpomKM 3acHy, yCTaA, a Torja s 6yay Ka-
4aTb, a ThI OTJAOXHEIb.

U Eropka norymua aammy. Paboune ot cebs agepraru
oCBellleHHe, H T03TOMY PabOTaAM BIOTbMAaX, 4TOOGBI CHKOHO-
MHTb OCBETHTEAbHbIH Marepuar. Cabimzo 6bIAO, Kak OH
omynbio Npobparcad A0 HaXOZHBLIETOCHA TYT 2Ke, BO3AE, MeC~
Ta BbIpaBOTKH, NIOBOPOYAACH M TIOBOBHACS HA Kyde CChINaH-
HOT'O MEAKOTO YTAS.

— A BnpoueM, He 6yAu MeHS, I AHIIb TPOWIKH B3ZPEM-
Hy, a KaKk oTKayaellb CBOe, A caM TpocHycb. I'Afgu xe, He
KHJait BOJOKAYKH, a TO B3AYIOKYy JAaM,— JZOHECAOCh JO
CeHbKH M3 TEMHOTBI, H TIOTOM BCE CTHXAO.

Cenbka Harmyacs, NOLIapHA, HalleA PYUKY TIOMIBI H,
caeraB ycuiue, kaunyA. [lopmenbp ckoAb3HYA 1o Tpybe,
BCXAHIIHYA H, BCacblBas, TIOTAHYA 3a coboii Bozy, M uepes
CEKYHZY CTaAO CABILIHO — TOHEHbKas CTPYHKa, HEPOBHO H
NMpepbIBasCh, MobGexara B KeArob.

— Pa-as,— nporosopur Cenbka, uyBcTBys, Kak mpobiu-
paeTcsi K HeMy CKBO3b AbIpbl 6amMaKoB XOAOZHas BOja, H
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€ro rOAOC OZMHOKO M CTPaHHO MPO3By4YaA B CTOSBIUEH BO-
KPYT TEMHOTEe.

U Cenbka ctar kauarb, HHYero He pasAHuyas mepej Co-
60Hi, u moplLIeHb Pa3 3a pPa3oM CTAaA XOAHTb BBEPX M BHH3
BCAeA 3a PYYKOH MOMNDbI, BCXAMNbiBasg H 3abHpass BOZy.

Pabora kasarach HeTpyaHOH M mAa Aerko M CBOGOZHO.
Cenbxoit 0BAazero cocTosiHME, TOZOOHOE TOMY, KaKoe HCMbi-
ThIBaeT MPHUBbIYHBIM K JaAbHHM J0oPOraM KOHb, KOrja OH
BASIZKET B XOMYT H TPOHETCS, TIOMaxHBasl CA€rka roAOBOH,
3Hasa, YTO JOATO NPHAETCA HATH 3TOH MepHOH, HeCHeWHOH
HOCTYIbIO.

On no3abblA BCe, YTO BOAHOBAAO €ro CEroZHs H 4TO
OCTaAOCh TaM, MO3aAM, H MEPHO KayaA M CUHTAA BCAYX, KaK
6yaTo B 3TOM CYeTe M 3aKAIOMaAach BCA CYTb H HeoGXozH-
MOCTb ero mnpeOblBaHHs 3JeCb — B CbIPOH, XOAOZHOH, He-
NPOHHLIAEMOH MTAE.

Bnpouem, oH 3To zeraA elme u 3aTeM, YTOOGbI MOZABHTD
JYTKOe ollylieHHe OZMHOYECTBA M HapacCTaBLIEro Heolmpe-
JAEeAEHHOTO CTpaxa. | aMHCTBEHHOE MOAYaHHe, ThMa BCE Bpe-
Ms HENOABH2HO CTOSAHM BOKPYr, 3A0Belle JO:KHZAACH, YTO-
6b1 He3aMeTHo OOHapy:KHTb Iepej HHUM Y:KacHoe M IoOKa
CKpbIBaeMoe.

Cenbka He mpeacraBAsiA cebe SACHO, 4TO 3TO 6bIAO, HO
NOCTOSAHHO 4yBCTBOBaA ex0 mpucyrcrBHe. Ceiiuac BoT ot He-
ro 3a 3Toii Mraoil HaunHaaHuch npoxoanl. OHu TAHyAHCH He-
BeAOMO KyAa, u 6or 3Haer, yto TBopuAaoch TaM. Cenbka 6b1A
OAWH, OJMH MOT CO3HaBaTb OKpyXallee, H OTTOTO TO, YTO
NMPOUCXOAHUAO TAM, NPHHUMAAO OCOOEHHBIH, TAaHHCTBEHHBIH
XapakTep, HMEBIIHH HMeHHO K HeMy KaKoe-TO OTHOLIEHHE.

HMuoit pas on c6uBarcs co cueTa M, CIOXBATHUBIIMCH, TO-
PONAHBO ¥ HaobyM OoCTaHaBAHBAaACS Ha KaKoH-HHOyZb uud-
pe M onsATb HayMHaA POBHO U MOHOTOHHO CYHTaTh, H ONATb
Ha Hero HaJABHTaAHCb MOAYaHMe W TbMa, H B IPOXOZax CHO-
Ba HauuHaAach Bo3HA. HeyAroBHMoe, nsMeHuHBoe U cAelloe
TO BOAHOBaAOCb BO MpaKe, MEHAAO OYE€PTAHHSA, 3aMOAHAA
co6010 BCe NPOCTPAHCTBO, TO CBEPTHIBAAOCH, OCTaBASAA IMoO-
npexsHeMy O6e3KH3HEHHYIO NYCTOTY M MepTBOE MOAYaHHe.

M ocobenno ymacno 6bIAO TO, YTO TaM OTAKYHO TOHH-
MaAOCb, YTO OH TPOMKO CHHTAaeT H COCPEZOTOYEHHO Kavaer
noMiny AHMIIb ZASA TOTO, YTOObI CKPbITb BCe GOAbLIE OXBAaTbI~
paromuii crpax. Uyauracr macmMemanso 6ereBmas BnoTbMax
yAbIOKa, 6€33BYYHbIH, He HapyWaBIIMH MePTBOE MOAYaHHe
cvex. A OH HPOZOANAA KAauaTb, €My CTAHOBHAOChH TeCHO,
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TPYAHO JZbIMIaTh, H MOT KamASAMH magaA co Aba, pyKH, HOTH
3aHeMeAH H OTAAaMbIBaAHCb, OH yXKe JAaBHO IPOCYHTAA 3a
cTo.

Boaa Bce mpu6oisara. [lomna ¢ Heo6bikHOBeHHBIM TPY-
ZOM, 3axAebbiBasicb, B3APArueEas OT CYAOPOXKHDBIX YCHAHUH,
TAHYAQ TSAXKEAYI0, KaK XKHAKHH CBHHel, BOAY, H B IpoMe-
K yTKE CABIIIAAOCH MPEPHIBUCTOE AbIXaHHE.

Kpyrom 6bir0 Bce To 2ke; Mpak pezer, paspbiBarcs,
NpHHHMAA HeompeAeAeHHble (opmbl, meserHAcs. CeHbka
3aKPbIA TAa3a U paboTar € 3aKPHITHIMH FAa3aMH, HO 3TO —
ele CTpalIHee.

«O rocmoaunl.. aa BockpecHeT 60r..» — H MOJ HH3KO
HaBHCHYBIIAM CBOJZOM IIe4aAbHO IIPOHECCS B3JOX.

Bpemsa yxoamao, 6ammaxu yxe CTOSAH B BoAe, H IoMna,
MeAAeHHO H peaKko, 6yATOo mpu mocAeZHeM H3AbIXaHHH, IO-
AbIMaAa-OMyCKaAa MOPILIEHb.

«3aaver!..»

On caeran mocrezHee OTYASTHHOE YCHAME, HaAer Ha py-
koaTb. [lopmeHp mpoineA AOHH3Y, UMOKHYA, 3acocas,
noaepraicas H ocranoBuAca: Cenbka He Mor 6oabie
KayarTb.

U Toraa mpousomnro guxoe u 6esobpasuoe.

— Jsaennkal.. nesmorory paborars..— nponeccs cpe-
AM MpeKkpaTUBLIeHCsa pabOThl U HACTynuBLIEH rpoboBoH TH-
WIHHB! CTPAHHDBIH, coBepmeHHo He3sHakoMbliii CeHbxe roaoc,

«Axa-xa-Xx...  rOOOTr00... MOTFOTY-Y-y...» — ZOHECAOCDH
20 HEero OTOBCIOAY FAYXO H HaCMEIIAHBO.

Mpaxk 3akay6urcs, H Bce 3aBOAHOBaAOCh B Heoby3aaH-
Ho#l aukoit pagoctu. Cenbka cuaeAr mocpean 3TOro coxoma
Ha KOPTOYKAx B BOJAE H MAAKaA 6eCIOMOLIHBIMH AETCKUMHU
caesamu. On 6osiacs uaru uckatb Eropa, za, Moxer 6bITh,
€ro 3/iecb y:e COBCEM H He 6bIA0.

— As-aas Eroooop...

«0-0000... yX-yX... yX...» — OTZABaAOCh FAYXO H MOJaB-
A€HHO.

On 10 Toro 6bIA OAMHOK H 6GeClOMOIIeH, 4TO XyXKe TO-
ro, UTO Temepb JZEeAaAOCh KPYroM, He MOTAO ObITb, M OH He
MBITAACSA BBIATH H3 CBOEro TOAOZKEHHMS, OTAAACA Ha TPOU3-
BOA cyap6pi: «Bce paBmo». Boaa moabimanach Bce Bbime u
BbIIIe, H MOKPbIe ITAHbI AHIIAH K TEAy.

Ou He 3HaA, CKOADKO IIPOIIAO BPEMEHH, MOKA FOAOC C
TOTO CBEeTa HE IMPOTOBOPHUA:

— Hy, uero Boemn, cBoAoun? Boani-To ckoabxo namo!
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Kpenkas sarpemuna no yxy Cenbke MrHosenno paso-
rHara Becb 9TOT AHKHH, TBOPHBIIMHCA BOKPYr Hero Ka-
BapaaK.

Cenbka Tak obpagoBarcs, Kak 6yATO OUyTHACA Ha IO~
BEPXHOCTH H eMy OObABHAHM, UTO OH MO2KeT Ipa3ZHOBaThb.
Kro-to Bo3Ae Hero monmaesar B pyku, u nomna 3apaboTara
9acTO M CHAbHO, NpaBja BCXAMIbIBasg, HO Tellepb He Tak,
kak y Cenbku: efi He ZaBaAH pasxKaro6HuTbCA.

— Yero xe croumn? Crynaii.

— Jait cinuky.

— Ho-o0, aam cnuuky nopruts!..

— Tewmno.

— Haiigemn. Ilo-nag crenxoit, a Tam nampaso.

Cenbka mobper B TEMHOTE IO NMPOXOAY: HH Ge3raasoro,
HH CAEIOro HHYero ye He 6BIAO, 3a HCKAIOUEHHEM XOAOJA
H CBIPOCTH. DX0 OTZAaBaAOCh TAYXO H OGBIKHOBEHHO.

On xobparcs 40 «AaBKH» — MECTO BbipaBOTKH Yrasg,
rZe MOxHO GBIAO MepeABHraTbCA TOABKO Ha KOPTOYKAX HAH
Ha KOAeHfX, H CTaA OWYIMbIO INapPHTh PYKaMH IO BOJe, IO
AMIIKOHW YrOABHOH rpsi3H, IOKa He HalleA HacChiIaHHYIO Ky-
Yy MeAKOTO YTAA.

Cenbka 3abparcs H yAercad. Yroab NOHEMHOrY pasfah-
cs, mpuHuMas (GopPMbl BAaBHBIIerocs B Hero Tera. CeHbka
ZOCTaA H3-3a TIa3yXH KYCOK CAHIIIErocA OT ChIPOCTH Hep-
Horo xAeba M cTan ecTb. KycoukH COAH M yroabHas IbIAb
XpycTeAH Ha 3y6ax, W CAMIHiCA MAKHII Pa32KeBbIBAACH,
kak TecTo. PyKH, HOTH, CIMHA HBIAHM TYIO H YIOPHO, He 06~
pamas BHHMaHHS Ha TO, YTO OH Telepb OTJAbIXaA.

Cenbka goea xae6, nepexpecturcsa. «Kabnl Teneps B 6a-
HIO»,— MOAYMaA OH, CBEPHYACH KAYOOUKOM, PYKH 3aA0MKHA
Me:KAYy KOAeHAMH, KOAeHH NPHABHHYA K caMoMy mnoabopoa-
KY, NOABHUTaA MA€YaMH, YTOOBI rAy6:e yHTH B yroAb, H CTaA
AOKHUAATBCSA, YTOODBI IIPHILEA COH.
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Con npumiea, 1 CTaAG eMy CHHTBCS BCe TO, Yero eMy Tak
crpactHo xoTeroch. Ctano emy cHuTbesA, 6yaTo o Ha mo-
BEPXHOCTH; KPYroM HJeT IIyM H TFOMOH INPa3sAHHYHOTO Be-
ceaps. OH HzZeT Mo yAHIe; CHer OCAeNHTEAbHO CBEPKAeT Ha
COAHILIE; MHMO CKadyT, oOroHss Apyr zpyra H 3BeHs 6yGeH-
namH, katatomHuecs. [lotom on ouyTnaca B Gane u HHKak He
MOXKeT CHATb ¢ ceGsA 6alIMakoB: OHH MPHMEP3AH y Hero K
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sHoraM. [loka oH BOSHACH C HHMH, OKa3aAOCb, YTO 3TO He
6aHs, a TPaKTHP; XOTh M CTPAHHO HeMHOro ObIAO, 4YTO
B TPaKTHPe BaASAHCh IIAHKH, 1O MOAY CTOSAH AY:KH BOZADI,
a ¢ NMOTOAKA H CO CTEH KallaAo, 3TO, OAHaKO, He HapyINaAO
obuiero BeceAbsl H O:kHMBAeHHA. | 0Bop, myM, 3BOH, BeceAble
KpacHble MOTHbIe AHLA CKBO3b CHHHE CAOH TabayHOro aAbiMa
CTPAHHO MEINAAHCb B OZHO CMYTHOe, He Bsi3aBIueecs C Xo-
AOZOM, ChIpOCTbIO, BClOAY coumsineiica Bogoi. Cenbka cra-
pancs pa3ob6paTbCA B 3TOM COAOME, H CTara KPY:KHTbCSH ro-
AoBa.

Ero nmoaxeaTuam u craim samuxuBaThb B Ty Tpyby, OT-
Kyaa mommoil kauaau Bozy. Oun c yxacom Bujzer aTy dep-
HyI0 AbIpY, 6pblKaAcs, Kycan, pacKOPsiYMBaA HOTH, C OCTep-
BeHeHMem 3akpHuar: «Jlymery6m mpokastoiel.» Oren
TKHYA ero kyrakom B 60k. Cenbka, kak cHom, mOBaAHACS Ha
XOAOZHBIH NOA H yCABIIAA: CAab0, TOCKAHBO, HPEPBIBHCTO
KTO-TO, cTapascb ce6s NMOAaBUTb, BCXAHNLIBAA CYyJAOPOKHO
u 6e3HazeKHO.

U pasgancs roroc:

— Hy n1, abaBoaenok, Bcrasaiil

U onstb ero 60AbHO TKHYAH B 60K.

Henporasaunii Mpak crosia yrpromo u 6e3ydyacTo; xo-
AOZOM, CBIPOCTbIO 6e3HAAENHO BesAO OTOBCIOAY. Bmorbmax
pyrarca Eropka u Bce ThIKaA ero Kyckom yras.

— He 6e#i, aspenvka, s Bcrany,— mporanya Cenbxa,
C YCHAHEM TIOABIMAsICh.

Ero 6muaa Auxopaaka, 3y6bl rpOMKO CTy4aAH, MOKpbie
HOrH 3aKOYeHeAH, HHU2Ke KOAeHa GOABHO TAHYAA KHAY Cy-
zopora.

— Hmp TH1, Aogbipp xaxoit, 3a Te6s paboTaTh, a Th
cnath 6yzemn. Mopay cBopouy!l.. Lleabnniit uac ¢ uum Tyt
6eiica! — mymen Erop.

Cenbka Hao6yM, caM He 3Has — Kyja, CAEAAA HECKOADb-
KO IIaroB M BAPYr OCTAHOBHACH, MPHCAOHHUBIIHCh K XOAOZ~
HOH MOKPO¥H CTeHe.

— sagenbka, y mens MOouM Hery.

I'paa pyrareabcTs mnocbmaArcs M3 TEMHOTHI, TZe ObIA

rop.

Cenbka, nepecuAMBas ce6si M rAOTas CAe3Bl, OLIYNbIO
aobparcs 0 NMOMIbI, HATHYACSH, B3SAACA 32 PYYKy H CTaA
KayaTb.

Kpyrom BoaBopuarach TumHMHA, M mo-mpexHeMy Bce Obi-
AO HENOABH:KHO, yrpiomMo, 6e3Ha JeKHO.
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OnsaTte nojz HA3KO HABMCWIMM BO MIA€ CBOJOM CAblILia-
AHCb XAIONAIOLIMe 3BYKH NOMIbl ¥ 6Oerkara TOHEHbKOH
CTPyiKoOH BOJA, H YeH-TO roAOC MOHOTOHHO, TOCKAHBO, O~
HOOOpa3HO, KaK Najaiouive BE OJHO H TO e MECTO KallAH,
AOBTOPAA B TeMHOTe: « | puauarh ABa-a... TPHALATD TPH-H...
TPHAUATD YeTbIPE...»
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